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OTHING 1n this 
world doth more im- 
Fort a Man for his 
good, both temporall 
Yand eternall , then the 
—SZ//X=> Y profetlio of atrue Re- 
ligion. What more confeſſed amongſt 
Chriſtians notinfeced with Atheiſme? 
yet ſuch is our poore Condition , that 
nothing ordinarily 1s lefſe valued: many 
ſtubbornly retayning what they haue 
becnetaughe from their youth; Others 
embracing what 15 moſt commo where. 
they liue; Others indifferent , meerely 
Animals , their wits ſeruing them no 
further then how to haue good dayes z 
Others , loath to take paines, leaſt 
thereby their Conſcience be moued to 
Croſſe their couetous appetites ; O- 
thers, with a kind of frenzy , periwa= 
Az ding 


ding themſelues of I know not what 
Ghoſt: Others, lurking vnder afteted 


& willfullzgnorance, per{waded they 


arc vncapable of their righe Jeuell in 
theſe troubled waters : Multitudes fi- 


_ nally, apprehending little difterence in 


points of Religion, flcepe ſecurely vpon 
any pillow. Many of thefe, though of 
different beleiftes , flatter rhemſelues 


with hope of {aluation, when they haue 


little reaſon to be ſecure thereof; as 1t 
Will appeare by theintallible rule of a 


| Secire Choice 1 will propoſe in this enſu- 


ing Diſcourſe: For which purpoſe. 
1+ ] ſuppoſe firſt, that our Bleifed 

Saulour , when he was todepait 1n v1- 

ble preſence from this world , his laſt 


| Care was tolcaue his Church prouided 
with ſuch as ſhould ſuftcietly gouerne , 


teach , and augment 1t after him , to 


Whom & their Succeſiors for that pur- 
Poſe he promiſed his eſpeciall afliſtance 
and pretecion to the end of the world: 


As my Father hath [ext ne , (61 ſend you. 


T6. 20.21. Going into the Whole World , 
| preach the Geſpell, Marke 16, Heere we 
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ſce the Apoſtles Commiſſion , not only 


to goas being ſent, but alſo to fend 6: 
thers their Succeſſours with the like: 
authority to be ſucceflively deltuered. 
That al(o he left amplc power for the 

erfet gouernmet ot the ſame Church, 
beſides theſe places, that of S. Matrh, 28. 
delerueth {pecta)! Conſideration «. All 
pover is Tiucn me in haven, and in earth ; 
going t herifore, teach all Nation Whes 
thatillation , Going therefore , umplieth 
a moſt ample authority. for having ſaid 
allpower 15 giuen me, he preſently pra- 
&izeth and giueth che like,ſaying 29mg 

therefore. Moreouer that we may,know 
nothing ſhould be wating tothe perpe-. 
tuall gouernment of this bis Church, 
and thatiwſtly it may be eſteemed to be 
directed , not ſo much by humane wit _ 
or induſtry , as by the ſpirit of God; he 
promiſed 1o. 14. And I Well pray wy Fas 
ther , and he Will giue you another Con:fore 
ter, that he may abide with you for enen,the 
Spirit of truth. | 

2 Itcannot be denied , but theſe 


| places enforce an eminent, perpetuall, 
| Az and 
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and infallible Authority of Chriſtes 
Church, to which ſuch ample power 
1s giuen, & where the ſpiritof truth 18 
promiſed toretide. Yet becauſe' meanes 


are found to deludc the force of them 
| (as of any others there may b-) I 1nhift 


not ypon them, but for the preſent only 
make this Dilemma :; Enther theſe Texts 
areclecrly to be vnderſtood as theylye, 
or not: if they are ; then there hath e-: 
uer beenea perpetuall, abſolute, and 


_. infallible power of goucrnemet 1n the 


Church ofchriſt eſtabliſhed. If not, this 


only I will gacher,as out of other Texts 


1t may be, that ſcarceany can be pro- 
duced ſo clecre for the proofe of any 


. Verity , which may not malicioully be 


wreſtea to a ſtrange lenſe, by tongues 
ſounding nothing more ſacredly then 
Scripture, Thus all Sectaries , though 
contrary amongſt themſelues, auouch. 
for their yndoubted' warrant, Holy 
Scripture , ſome vnderſtanding it 1n 
one ſenſe, others 1n an other : when 


Indeed the proofe is not out of Sctip- 
ture , but out of their owne priuate 


zudgment, 
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judgment. Who then doth not ſce, how. 


yaincly Scripture only , 1s pretended 
for warrant of their contraty 1nuentts 
ons: and how hard it 1s to conuince the 
truth by it alone? not for that 1t cons» 
raineth not all truth , and all ſuthciene_ 
inſtruction for (aluation , but becauſe 
following our owne priuate wdge- 
ment we may erre 1n the ſenſe therof. 
Since therefore no man, though of ne- 
uer ſo entire 1udgment,can lufficiently 
ſhew his owne ſenſe to be true and the 
contrary falle, asitappeareth by ſuch 
monſtrous Contradictions ypon the 
ſame Texts ; it 15 cuident, that from 
Scripture alone, we can promiſe our 
ſclues lirtle, or no ſecurity. 

3- Secondly , I ſuppoſe there 15a 
Church of Chriſtextant, that beareth 
the true markes of his promiſes and 
prouidence z renowned for antiquity 
and continued Succeflion; per{picious 
for extent ; knit in vnity ; adorned _ 
with ynanimous Conſentof DoRours 
throughout the world ;eſtabliſhed and 
maintained by Councels; beautityed & 
A4 enriched 
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enriched with multitudes of holy men, 
admirablefor their Conuerlation and 
yertue; ſtrengthned with miracles; fi- 
nallyin Doctrine and Cuſtome p: ote(- 
ſing piety , that any one beholding it 
4 may ſay , heere 15 the tinger of God, this 
l is thebght, this the hill on the topp of 
: _ hills. Fes 2 
4. Thirdly [ſuppoſe what truth it 
ſelfe { Marc, 16. } denounceth ; He that 
 willnot belieuc, ſhall be damned. Whence 
ynder paineof Damnation we are 0- 
 bliged nor to disbelicue any point pro- 
oled vnto vs1n holy Scripture ; for 
___ Chriſt ſpecihed not any particular ar- 
 ticleorarticles, but to all disbelicfe of 
his Goſpell ke denounceth Damnation, 
Going into all the Werld , preach the Geſpell , 
be that Will not beliewue er. Hence 1t fol- 
loweth, thatamongſtdiiterent optni6s 
concerning the ſame Scripture , that 
part 15 lefſe ſecure, that denieth the ar- 
_ ticles propofed aut of it, fince for disbe- 
leife Damnation 1s denounced, not for 


beleife. 
5. Fourthly, Lſuppoſe as conſcquen 
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9 | 
to what 1s ſaid, thatif an article com- 


monly belieued, be iudged hard by any 
priuate man, 1t15 no; {ecure for him te: 
condemneit,relying only ypon human 
difcourſe,though 101ned with his owne 
or ſome others interpretation of holy 
Scripture, for all this 15 but in the de» 
gree of probability, and not different 
from the meanes the Arias, and other 
1mp1ous heretiques yſed ; conſequently 
vn{ufficient to d1ſproue the contrary 
polileſied beliefe, though :t be but ſup- 
poled probable: but he muſt produce 
cleere Scripture without addition , dl- 
minution , ſuppoſition , or interpreta= 


tion,ſfince thele areſubiec to doubt, & _ 


conſequently to danger of leading into 
disbeliete ;who doth not fee how 1m» 
poſſible this 1s ? + 708 

6. Finally,for the end of this prudent 
Choyce, Iſ{uppoſe, as ſufficient, 1n that 
religion which hrit belieueth many ar=- 
ticles , denied afterwards by others, a 
moral probability of the ſenſe of c hriſts 
word : and this no wile man' can deny 
toa Charch ancient, and conliſting of 


A 5 Coun- : 


Councels and learned menin all parts 
of the world: agreeing in one opinion. 
without any alteration euidently prg- 
ued, To fay that any article 151mproba- 
ble, becauſe itis impoſſible, 1s to proue 
by a ground not poflible to be proucd, 
and toouerthrow all fayih , as 1s ma« 
_nifeſt. We ſecke not then what ſcemeth 

poſlibie or impothible to our poore ap- 
_ prehenlions, but what molt probably 

Chriſt deliuered: and he that with pro. 
babilities only denieth what 1s but pro- 

- bably belicued, 15 notin ſecure ſtate of 

| his (aluation. ; 

7. By theſe grounds cleere inough in 
themſelues, every Chriſtian may eafily 

_ eiſcerne what Religion 15 ſecurein pra< 
aiſe,to wit, that which remoueth him 
furtheſt from danger of that ſentence, 

Who vil not belieue shalbe damned. Accor- 
ding to this Touchſtone for the better 

inſtruction of the common ſort , I will 

__ examin thechiefe points now 1n que- 

 ſtion,, that by theſe examples the reſt 
may be cally examined. 


What 
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What Choice eucht 4 man to make concer- 
ning the Real Preſence of Chris boay 
and bloud in the Sacrament of the lat 
SUPPEY. | 


3, T'O 1wſtify the beliefe thereof, we 
haue firſt the words of Chriſt, 
1044.6, where he amply promiſeth his 
body and bloud: My flesh ts truly meate, 
and my blood eo he that eateth my flesh & ce 
he that will not belieue this, but ynder- 
ſtand itin a different ſenſe from his pre- 
deceſſors , perſuaded by thofe obſcure 
words, rhe ſpirit giveth life the flezh profi= 
teth nothing, expoleth him to danger of 
disbeliefe with the Iewes,and blaſphe- ' 
my , fince Yer. 56. it 15 [aid : he that ea- 
teth my flech, wnd driuketh my blood , aWels 
lethin megand 1inhin,And S Paul to the 
 Col.C. 1.7 ou Which were in times. past SIT ap=. 
gers and enemies &c. hath he noY reconcs- 
ledin the body ef his flesh through death to 
wake you holy;how then can thole words, 
the flech profiteth nothing without danger 
be vnderſtood of the fleſh of Chriſt as 
profiting nothing? 15 1t not profit ory 
tNatk 
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that Chriſt ſhould dwellin vs, and we. 
in him? that we are reconciled in the 


body of his fleſh ? | 
9. Szcondly,the words of Chriſt per- 


. forming: This is my boy ; take and eate; do 
this &c. which words1f we wrelſt to a 
figuratiue ſenſe , we mult bring cleere 
Scripture for it, elſe our interpretation 
 15dangerous,denying fuch acleere my- 
ſtery vpon human motiues . Thirdly, 
we haue the teſtimony of S.Paul 1. Coy, 
11. If theſe places be obſcure, we haue. 
 befides the Conſent of Nations , 'the 
common voyce of the whole Chriſtian 
world, fora thouſand five hundred yea- 
res without Contradiction. Finally, in 
the beliefc and practiſe thereof, there 1s 
no impiety, but prayſe and honour of 
Chriſt , who vpon ſufficient grounds 15 
ſuppoſed preſent ynder the formes of 
bread and wine ; he1s recetued with re- 
uerence, the ſoule being firſt prepared 
with harty ſorrow for finnes paſt , ac- 
 companied with loue, thankfulnes, and 
| lively remembrance of his ſacred Paſ- 


gon &c. For deniall of this beliefe we 
= haue 


2 . 4 "I _—_—— 
hes "I 4 mit eg 6 4 - P 


wondie O68 OI ets» GE ae 42 04) eee Ie 


2 es 'F 
haue but {mall authority, not one cleere 
teſtimony of Scripture that interpres 
ceth thole words of Chriſt as figurati» 
uely ſpoken,all other arguments can be 
but probable. __ 
10. Now Iaske any indifterent mans 
indgment, what he would do,in cafe a _ 
perfect figure of Chriſt ſhould viſibly = 
appeare,commonly acknowledged and 
worſhipped by all with fincere inten- 
tion. If turthermore it were dcliuered 
commonly, that roſuſpe& the appart- 
tion, as an illuſion of Sathan, were a 
wrong to Chriſt, will he aduenture to 
ſpit at it? will he not rather forbeare 
that, and tudge1tſecureto belieue and 
worſhip with others, ſince therein hg 
findeth nohurt, but inuincible matiues 
todoſo? Cleere then it 15, what we 
ought to reſolue1n this point, fince for 
the beliefe we haue inuncible motiues; 
inthe practiſe there is no danger of any 
impiety , as certainly there1s 1n the de- 
nial, if we grant but probability in the 
beliefe . - 2.1 
- 11, Only it may be obicted, that it 
_ Chriſt” 


- 1 4 
_ Chriſt bs not vnder thoſe formes of 


>  breadand wine, there1s danger of Ido. 
larry. But this 1s a manafeft miſtake; for 
Bclicuers adore not bread nor wine, nor 
any Creature, but Chriſt, whom vpon 
good grounds they {uppole preſent {a= 
cramentally. Know therefore , that A. 
 doration conhiſteth of outward reue- 
rence 1oyned with Interiour,as of body 
and ſoule: the outward 5 1ndifferent ro 
God and Creatures, the interiour joy 
ned with 1t makes the difference. Exte- 
riour reuerence applied by our nten-. 
\. tion to atemporall Lord is but 2 Ciuil 
worſhip: the ſame applied by our inten- 
tion to a-Saint, as a Creature of God 
highly in his fauour, 15a higher degree 
of honour,yct within the limits otinfe- 
riour worſhip. It1s ikewife applied by 
our intention to God our Creatour and 
Saujour,thus it1s perfe& adoration and 
duc only to God. He then that belieueth 
Chriſt 1s conreyned lacramenta]ly vn- 
der the formes of bread and wine may 
| ſecurely adore, ſince his adoration pro- + « 
eccding from his beliefe , Pre 
- 
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the ovtward aft from all Creatures, & 


Jireceth 1t to God himfelfe, cuen in 
caſc in his immediate beliefe he ſhould 
De miſtaken ; there remayneth then no 


Jager in the belicte,butgreatdanger in 


the denaall. He that Will not beliewe ac. 


What of the NM ajſe ? I 


12. M Aſſe is a compleate perfor- 


mance ot that commaund; Ds 


this in remembrance of me. Luc.2 2: Wher-_ 


1n by the Prieſt , prayers are {aid for the 
whole Church, the holy Scripture is 
read ,all the parts and ceremonies ther- 
of repreſent the life & paſſion of Chriſt, 
who by meanes of thoſe words pro- 
nounced in his name , Hoc e# Corpus 
we 4mm, 15 dayly offeredin ſacrifice to the 
honour of God, & profit of his Church, 
Whenceit cometh to patle that fayth, 
gratitude,and loue towards our Redec- 
mer 15 daily renewed; and the knowne 
prophecy of Malach. c.1. fulfilled ; Frons 
the riſing of the Sun vnts the c0ins downe 
of the ſame, my Name is oreat among the 
Ecmiles ; 8nd i18 eucry plate «pure ebiation 

is 
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bs ſacrificed and offrred ts my name , accar- 

_ dingtothe moſt ancient and common 
Tranllation. Thus innumerable Belie- : 
vers conſtantly hold and practiſe, ypon 
ſufficient grounds , without the leaſt 

'ſhew of impiety ; why then, may I not 

ſecurely bchevel fee not; nor how the 
denial can be free from danger, fince 
ypon Disbelieuers only Damnationis 
denounced. 


. What of Confeſ5201 EF CAbſolution , com 


monly called t he Sacrament of Pennance« 


| |  I3, Ere a Chriſtian, after due exa* | 
3 mination of his Conſcience 
with harty ſorrow and purpoſe of a- 
mendment ( which acts are neceſſarily 
_ required ) confefſeth his finnes , expe- 
 &etnablolution by the miniſtery of the 
Prieſt. What danger can there be in this 
| beliefe and practiſe?The lewes charged 
Chritft of blaſphemy, faying : Who can 
forgine ſinnrs but God ? Againſt Chriſt 
=. they ſinned, becauſe they belicued him 
| tobe man only; which errour he chaſti« 
I; ſed by miracle. Mazth. 9. ging them 
bo ; E withall 
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i 
withall to ynderſtand, that men alſo by 
power receiued from him, ſhould for- 
oiue linnes ; for inthat they conceiued 
taught, that man had power to for- 
giue ſinnes, hechecked them not, but 
' rather confrmedit:; And that 10u may 
know ( tayth Chriſt ) that the Sonne of 
Man hath authority im earth to forgine © 
finnes 80. And the multitude lorifyed God. 
who had giuen ſuch authority to men. Mo= 
reouer Chriſt co his Apoſtles Io. c:22, 
ſayth: Receiuc yee the holy Ghoit whoſe finns 
 yee remit they are remitted unto them , and 
whoſe ſmnnes yee retaine they are retayned: © 
Likewiſe Matth. 18. Whatſoexer yee hall. 
biad oy earth, shall be bound in heauen, and 
vhatſocuer yee 5Hall looſe on earth , + hall be 
looſed in heawen. Queſtionleſle, the prime 
ſenſe of thele words importa power gis 
uen to men to forgiue tinnes - nothing 
then is preſumptuouſly aſſumed: by the 
Belieuers thereof; for though it is pro=- 
per only to God to forgiue finnes by his 
ownepower and of himſelte , yet the 
light of nature teacherh rhat man may 
allo forgiue hhnnes by Comiſſion from 


B him; 


m—_— 


, 
; 
. 
F _—_— a6 
- Ld . "——_— 
vY " 2 tkt Fat 
L » Wy #,; © a Sg an* a HE —_—_ 
a » a _- of 
F 


' him as it is proper to a King only te 
forgiue Treatons commurted againſt his | 
_ perſon, yet by Commitlion & his name 
a Subiet may have power to do the 
ſame wirhour iniury tothe King, or ex= 
4 ceeding the degree of a Subiect , Why 
- may not the Miniſter of God by autho- 
rity giuc him forg1ue linvemmnhis names 
without oftending or exceeding the 11- 
mits of a dutifull creature? this 1s at the 
Jeaſt probable. In oppoſition I hind no 
Scripture , but only adnirations of 2 
few dangersin compariſon of the Be- 
 Hhevers;eu:det reaſon there can be none. 
Pangerous then 1s the denaall , Beliefe 
ſecure. 9j n0x crediderit;, Who will not 
belieue ſhalbe damned. 


What of ene Church,and owe Head thereof? 


4] N Common Wealths throughout 
the world, I find an Ynity is moſt 
fought for,and to thatend one ſupreme 
gouernour and ruler; in one houſe one 
Maiſter, in one Towne one Maior, in 
one Company one Caprtaine, in one 


Army one Generall, in one Kingdome 
one 


be: 

ene King;can it beare any colour of of= 
fence, to belieue that 3n the moſt per 
fe Common-wealth, inſtituted by 
Chriſt, there 1s ordained one flock yn- 
. ceronePaitour? Vt fiat vaum ouile, ff 
; wu paſtor. We lee that in two ſupreme 
gouernements there 15 no mutuall ſub» 
+ (ordination, therefore not properly one; 
and! where there are two Kings, 1t 1s 
» fufficienttoconcludetwo Kingdomes. 
) If then in Gods Church we admit di- 
, uers {upreme Gouernours, we cannot 
- fſoperfectly call it one Church, as ons 
flock 1s oneynder one Paſtor; which _ 
. Chriſtpromiſed ſhould be fo. Whence 
> Iitſeemeth manifeſt, that for the preſer- 
uing of ynity in GodsChurch one head 
15 neceſſary,and thatin the beliefe ther- 
of there 1s no danger , though there 
were no Scripture at all to warrant it, 
For as temporall Kings, though they 
haue no warrant. for their ech particu- 
larregall power out of holy Scripture, 
yet by law and. 1uſtice and conſcience 
we are iuſtly obliged,not to queſtion 1t- 
Sol ynderſtand not, with what {ecurt- 
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ty 3 man may deny the authority of 
one ſupreme Gouernour of a Church 
ſo many hundred of yeares preſcribed, 
 Inecd not heere heape vp texts of holy 
Scripture for proofe of the bcliefe of 
oneChurch vnder one head, lince in the 
beliefe thereof theres rio {hew of 1m- 
piety, butin the deniail as -much dan- 
er of impiety,asincenying anyPrince 
Fi due. Yetthat it may appeare, that 
the deniers arenot only in danger of 1n- 
inſtice, but alſo of disbelieuing Chriſts 
words, Ilay downe ſome few Texts to 
be pondered. Math 6.They art Peter 
©pon this rock will I build ry Church , and 
the eates of Hel ſhall x83 preuaile avainit it. 
Behold onerock, one Church, & that 
permanent againſt all aſſaults. 19.21, to 
Peter helaid, feed my [heepeyrwhich words 
imply the full office of a Paſtor, that is, 


notonlyto prouice nouriſhment, but 
alſo to gouerne and defend , without 
which the office of a Shepheard 1s not 
complete. That allo theſe words were 
2998 only to Peter , 1t 1s manifeſt by 


at thrice repeated interrogation of 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt , ſaying : Simon Peter, loueſt thin 
me ? elpecially. when he addeth , more 
then theſe? wherby he excluded the reſt 
of his Apoſtles;to which, when S. Peter 
had an{wered that he loued him; Chriſt 
thereupon replyed , fred my ſheepe; asif 
he ſhould ſay, the ſupreme dignity of 
Paſtorihip and Vicegerency which I. 
glue you,requirerch greatloue and chas 
rity,&as you truly loue me, fo be a true 
"Paſtor in my Church , & becauſe I give 
you a dignity abque the reft whome 
you are torule '1 my place, therforelre- 
quire that your loue to me be ſingular. 
:,,15- This litle I haue obſerued,yeildeth - 
ſuch probability at the leaſt, that it 18 
manifeſt, 1t cannot without danger be 
denied, but that Gud his Churchis ene, 
vnder one head. But grant theſe places 
are not cleere in them{clues , yet the. 
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Common voyce of the world folong 


continued , exprefled allo in the two 
Creeds, may witly excuſe any Belicuer 
from the leaſt danger of that ſentence 
Who Yill not belicue &c. Securely them 
with the Apoltles Creed we cofes to be-. 
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lieue the ho!y Catholzque Charch:and with © 
the Nicen, One ,holy, Catholigye, and A- 
© poitolique Churct): and not one, vanles1t 
| have a ſupreme vilible Gouernour , to 
whom all are ſubordinate. What dan- 
ger can there bein thts beliefe, it teare 
of God& Coſcience only be regarded e 


' What concerning recommendin eur {clues 
to the intcreeſcion of Saints. 


16. O iuſtiſy the beliefe and pras 
'& ciceof this point, 1t 15 ſuffi- 
cient thatit 15 conformable to realon, 
and yoid of intury toChriſt. I aske then, 
why may not wecommend our ſelues 
to the interceſhon of Saints, as well as 
S. Paul aid commend himſelfe to the 
prayers of liuing Chriſtians ? IF it be 
an{wered,i1tisaniniury to Chriſt, who 
biddeth all come to him; I fee nor firſt 
how S. Paul can be exculed , that oft 
commended himſelfe to the intetceſ- 
fron of inferiour Creatures, who ſhould 
haue gone to Chriſt only, and tonobo- 
dy els, Looke what muſt be anſwered 
1n excuſe of $,Payl,the ſame muſt juſtify 
our 
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gur praying to Saints. Moreouer, to 1s 


ſt:ify S. Paul, and thoſe that commend 
themſelues to the interceſſion of Saints, 
ic ſ(eemeth eurxdent that both he and WE 
go truly to Chriſt: for we go not t6 
Saints to giue vs this or that, but to ob= 


* F 


> traine their mediation , for favours at 
_ God's hand; as:truly we are (aid to haue 
'  recourſetothe King for honour, if we 


defire n1s Fauorits to 1ntercede for vs: 
& a5 notwithſtanding this mediation, 
wearetruly (aid no: ty wrog the King, 

buttoſceke to him ;{o by our interce(- 

1 to Saints we wrong not Chriſt, but: 
go ty him; ynles a man thould be cone 
cciued notto {eceke to Chriſt at all, but 
only to pray to Saints, which 1n no 
cood Chriitian can be imagined. _ 

7. It 1tbean{wered, that Saints 18 
heauen cinot heare vs; Taske, how can 
this be knowne? notby Scripture, fince 
it witneſſeth that many Prophets ſaw 
obiets notonly abſent,bur notexiſtent_ 
many hundred yeares after their time, _ 
only by diuine inſpiration: nor by rea» 
{on ;tor though were their hearing by 
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© corporal eares,there might beſome dif- 
ficulty, yet ſince their hearing 15 ynder- 
ſtanding which 1s incifferent fo CON- 
ceiue obiects, as well ablent as preſent, 
this difficulty to any will appeare vaine 
and impertinent. fince we know not, 
how our ſoule ynderitands , nor how 
our eyes ſce,or cares heare. 
18. Hence | oather,that the Believers 
of this Article though they had no ex- 
preſſe Scripture for proofe thereof, 
( which for the preſent I examine not) 
yet fince their practice 15 conformable 
to reaſon, and conſequent to' the pra- 
Rice of S. Payl, and the whole Church, 
they may reſt ſecurein the behefe, vn« 
till the denyers bring ſomecle&e places 
of holy Scripture to the contrary; ſuch 
places, I{ay,that need noexplications, 
{uppofitions &c. For theſe being but 
probabilities, are not ſufficient ro make 
the Belicuers deny what before they 
belieued, leaſt perchance by not belie- 
uing they proue guilty of damnation; 
from which they are doubtles free, 
mough peraduenture the Saints heare 
w them 
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23 
- them not. As for intury toChriſt, Ihaue 


- ſhewed before, there 1s not the leaſt cas 
"  [ourthereokt. 


” What Choice may be ſecurely made cOuCer = 
X ning the making, and Wor(lipping the 
Image of Chri,and his Saints? 


19, T; Or the end of a ſafe reſolution 
« in this point, it 15 neceſlary firſt 
- to declare , what kind of worſhip 1s 
> pretended que to Images; and tor ex- 
) ample, I will diſcourie of the Image of 
e Chriſtcrucityed , whereby what may 
- be.ſaidofthereſt with proportion, 1t 
, wailleaſtly appcare. | 
A 20. The worſhip then pretended, 
s neucrtendeth tothe Image, out of an 
2 apprehention of any Diuinity therein 
, contained , but only out of a faith in 
t Chrilt reprelented by that Image , that 
8 1s, beſ1euing Chriſt worthy of ail ho- 
/ 


nour , repreſented by this picture, in 
- manne: as he viſibly once appeared, 
3 Whenceeudenrtitis firſt, thatby ſuch 
 worihip Chriſtis immediatly worſhip 
s ped. Secondly, that no honour due to 
. Dog - God, 


God,is transferred to a Creature, Thir, gj 
diy , that whatlocuer honour exteriou d 
orinteriour tedeth towards the Image, 
is not for ic, norreſtzth there , but by ; 
our faith and interiour reuerence,1s re. 
ferred to Chriſt, for whom & to whom O 
' 3tis exhibited: for fince perfect worſhyp L; 
conliſteth both 1n the exteriour and w 
 Interiour ats conioyned , the 1nteri. he 
 ourgiuinglife, & the very being wor: jg 
ſhip to the exreriour, the 1nteriour rel: ;1 
pecting Chriſt for himlelte, and the I. a; 
mage only for Chriſt; no ftigne of 1niu« jq 
ry to Chriſt can be imagined. Or 1n 1 Fx 
word, the worſhip heere 1n queſtion 1 EA 
 onlyvatoutward honour towards the th; 
Image,proceeding fro an inward reue- the 
rence to Chriſt himſelfe. And as S.Man cif 
Hagadalen worlhiped Chriſt as a mai car 
- out of beliefe of the Divinity contey- is n 
nedin him, or rather as 1ome worſhip ce 
their Communion for the Connexion - 
it hath with Chriſt, whomit repreſen: Jy; 
teth; loin hike miner the worſhip giuen nif, 
to [Images ,15 for the Connexton thef gait 
haue with Chriſt humſelte, The queſtiol cat; 
ehen 
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Ty -- 
« then is, whether the worſhip thus vns 
t derſtood belawfull or no? 
 .21. According to the new tranſla- 
! tions of the Bible, the negative part a- 
n gainſt the Belicuers feemes witihed. 
t Exod. 20. expretly forbidding the ma» 
? king and worſhipping of any Image 
( whatſoeuer. But-the firſt doubt that. 
* heere occurreth , and thata maine one, 
* js ; how this latter. tranſlation can be 
- juſtified , reading , Image , againſt the 
« ancient, {dol, or grauen thing , and fo 
« interpreted by ancient Docours, and 
1 Fathers. Secondly , grant 1maze , the. 
i right tranſlation, how can we be ſure, 
t that the ſame law 15 now 1n force, more. 
« then the law of the Saboth or Circume 
1 cilion? I ſee not how theſe two doubts 
1 can belolued by cleer Scripture which 
- 15neceſſary to.repeale an anciently re- 
P ceiued beliefe 1n a Church, FER 
l 22, Moreover,admitting the word 
* Imare, and the Law to ſtand -1Þ 35 MA-= 
1 nifeſt thar place proueth nothing a» 
 gainſt the worſhip of Images as explt- | 
 Cated before, but only againſt Icoia- 
1 rrous 


trous abuſe of them. 
23+ Firſt, out of theend of the] 
which was, that the honour of 
ſhould bee 1nwiolably kept, by gi 
diuine worthip to him, and tono 
ature ; therefore 1n the beginning 
{aid ; I am thy Lord God, theu (halt ha 
erher Gods but me: and after he had c 
maunded, thatno Idols, nor oth! 
kenes of any thing ſhould be mad; 
added the cauſe: For 1 an hy Lord G 
fealogs God ;tnatis,make not to thy 
any Idol or Image for thy God,tor 
thy God. Where marke, that part 
for, which giuetha reaion,why he « 
forbid Imaers, becauſe he was t 
God , and a 1calous God : which re 
muſt {uppole ſuch a vie of Image 
ſhould transferre Gods honour f 
him to themzels that particle, for, 15 
pertinent,if due honour of Images. 
confiſt with the honour due to Got 
that beforedeclared doth, and I 
ſhew more hereafter. 
24+ Secondly, becauſe, if that Ce 
mand haue force now againſt wor 
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ing, it is likewiſe of force againſt all 
he Lay, making of Images, in fo much that ths 


of God yery Kings coyne muſt be proued yn- | 
/ giuing jawfull : but this 15 palpably abſurd, 
no Cre. therefore allo abſurd , that the Law 
ing ity ſhold now be of force againſt all Image 


t have m worſhip. The firſt propotition iS MANL- 
ad com. feſt:for what the Law forbiddeth co be 


other |. worſhiped , It allo forbiddeth to be. 


nade, ht made;or if it forbiddeth them not to be 
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rd God.4 made, how doth it forbid them to be 
thy ſelf worſhiped?the law exprelly fayth ;15ow 
tor Tam ſhalt nor wake 89 thy ſelfe , nor Wworitig. If 


particle, any reply, that thoſe firſt words, 1596 
he doth halt not make to thy ſolfe ec. hgnity thes 
as thelt «hal; nor make 19 worjhip,intimating that 
1 reaſon the worſhip only , and not the making 
ages 44 of Images is forbidden,l aske him firſt, 
ir from how he can proue this his interpreta- 
77,1510 tion by Scripture? If he cannot, 1 may 


ges ma} not without danger receiue , or make 


God; any Image.Secondly it 15 maniteſt that, 


d 1 will thatinterpretation can hauc no groid 


' In Scripture, ynles we allo fay, that 
: Com- When Gey. 3-4 it 1s ſaid, 1dawand Ee 
worſh! 


ping 


nade themfclues , or to themſclues 
Aprons 


20 
| Apronr3and cabs Make thee, ortot) 
felfe,an Ark : & Num. 10. Make thee, 
to thy lelfe, ro trumpets, 15 to be vnde : 
ſtood of —_ Thirdly, it the fir , 
part, (halt ot make to thy feife, be vi c - 
derſtood , thon /halt not make ts Work 
why hoata it be added, and they 4 F 
Hot ii orship It thin we vinderſtand th : 

- place to be of force againſt Image wo ( 
jh!p, we muſt conclude1t ts be of fol C 
againſt the making ,and receauing 0 (: 
all manner of Images, which @hri (+ 
himicite reproueth, "commanding 6 

 fars coyne to be giuen to him. When 
2t beiiig manifeſt, that the ſecond pro 
poſition is true , to wit, thar this 1s ah 
{urd,it followeth eurcently thatitisal 
{o abſurd to ſay, that thelaw 1s nowi 6 
force againit Image worſhp., br 
264 A third and chiefe reaſon is, bs þ. 

cauſe we haue cleere warrant out 0 4, 
holy Scripture, both for the making wo 
worſhiping of Images; the ſame Law: 

maker commanding Cherubims out 

\ the Arke Exog. 25. and a Serpent 0 

brafle Num 31. Cherubims, Lyons Ze; 

6.7 


[- 3! 
t 4. 5, tobe made; how can this ſtand 
( with a total prohibtion of Images? That 
" Arke repreſented God not lo properly 
1 45 the Image of Chrift reprelſenteth | 
1 Chriſt, yet Dauidteacheth vs , Adore the + 
h footſtoole of our Lord, for he ts holy: which 
4 he ſayth not, out of any Command 
Il! there euer was of adoring the Arke, 
! fince there was none; but only out of 
« Conſideration , that it reprefenteth in 
0 ſome fort tne Maicſty of God. loſus cope. 
| fell proitrate before the Arke : where Ilee 
2 not, what he did more or leiſe then is 
© required in the worſhip of Images: did 
0 Joſuathen breake God's command? We 
0 read Gen. 8.2. Nye 22. Iz[.5.14. andels 
l where, how the holy Prophets adored 
! Godin Images, orin Angels repreſen- 
ting his perſon, proſtrating themſelues 
” beforethem : and though their inten-. 
0 tion was direfted to God, yet their out- 
C ward worſhip was directed to thoſe 
" fenſible apparitions, or Images repre- 
ſenting God to their imaginations ; 
Wherein they conceiued God as repre- 
: lented, and theſe Images repreſenting. 
God 
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God, morally one obic& : in the ſam 
manner as 1t hapneth 1n the honour of 
Images, and in the worſhip of the figu. 
-ratiue Communion,or as all Ciuill Nx 
tions do, when they honour the Char, 
of State, or Preſence Chamber of a King, 
without wrong to Chriſt , or to the 
King. | 
26. Theſe threearguments do mani. 
feſtly ſhew , that whether in the Com. 
mandment we read 14o/,or Image; by it 
nothing can be proucd,againit the de. 
clared manner of worſhipiny Images, 
 ynletiie we will proue a Contradidciion 
 1n holy Scripture. Moreouer fince ity 
cleerly proued , by thoſe examples and 
practice taken out. of holy Scripture, 
that in ſuch worſhip there 1s no f1gne 
of dishonour toGod;it 1s doubtles more 
ſecure with the common practice of 
the world,to honour them, then by the 
deniall of 1t to condemne ſuch mani: 


feſt authority .: 

27. That in the refuſing there is no | 

ſecurity, 1t 15 alſo manifeſt, ſince the | 
Scripture brought is not clecre for con: 
SL demna: 


— 


4 
D, 


demnation of Image- worſhip, therfore 
not lutticientto cry downe an ancient 
practice ; | proved by found Texts of 


Scripture, which can never be reconci- 


led with thoſe words of the Law, -vn-' 
lefſe where Image 15 read, we reade Idol: 
which word benificch 4 Commdd that 


no Creature hould be made, nor wor- 


ſhiped as God. This vie of Images de- 


clared 151uſtified both 1n reſpet of ma- 


king and worſhiping, by other texts of 


Scripture without any Contradiction 
tothoſe words of the Law; when the 


contrary without any neceflity com- 


 pelleth a manto deny cleere reaſon and 


Scripture, 

28. It may be obieced; that ſince 1do? 
latry hath been begun and maintained 
by Images, and ſince men are prone to 
forget God,and apply themſelues who- 
lyto corporall obiects , the ſecure way ; 
5 to abandon Images; at the leaſt 1n 
Churches. This 15 lpoken without rea- 
lon,or law; Without law, for cherecan 
denone brought, fince not Images, but 
Idols were the beginning and maintay- 

C ning 


ning of Idolatry. Images T hauec proued. 
warratadie in holy Scripture. Without 
reafon: for, whereas an Idol repreſen- 
teth nothing beſides it telfe, and fo is 
worſhiped , an Image repreſenteth a 
erue thing, therefore mouetha man to a 
_Teverence proportionable to the obiet 
repreſented Whencein reaton an 14d 
accahioneth idolatry not repreſenting 
any further obiet whither our thoghts 
' and honour may be transferred; when 
_ contrary wile an /z»acr of a true obiet 
neceſiarily draweth our minds, andre- 
uerence to ſome thing befides it ſelte; 
{o thataske any itmple Belicuer , whe- 
ther he pray to an Image, or put any 
Confidenceinit, he will {ay no; aske 
him againe, when he 1s kneeling before 
a picture with his eyes fixed ont, wht 
ther he directs his prayers ? he will fa 
to Chriſt, or ſofne Saint. What hurt 1 
"rhere in. this? S, AH ary Mazdelew pro: 
itrate,kifled and bathed with her teares 
the feetof Chriſt ; what juſtified that 
a&, but the vnion which thoſe ſacred; 
fecrhad with his divinity , which not- * 
withs 


wy 2 


withſtanding ſhe ſaw not, but appre- 
hended by fayth ? Though betweene' 
Chriſt and his picture there be nor fo 
immediate connexion , yet a morall_ 
Connex1on there1s, fuch as betweene 
the King, and his Picture, Chayre of 
ſtate, Embailadour &c. why then may 
nota Chriſtian apprehena this conne-: 
zion betweene Chriſt and his Image 
repreſenting him, and accordingly ex- 
tib:te aus honour, without danger of 
 Jaolatry? | 


W hether 1s holy S C/ipture , the 0315 Rute ef 
our Faith? 


29, | a+ haue ſhewed , that 

&{uppohing Scripture the:only 
rule, beleefe 15more (ecure, then dent- 
all; for both parties relying vpon the. 
ſame Scripture , can neu2r Conumee 
ech others interpretation of fallity , as 
experience ſufficiently ſheweth ; and 
probability at leaſt muſt be ſuppoled 
on both parts; in which cafe finding 
no further euidence, prucence compel- 
leth me to chooſe that part which 15s 

G2 a 
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moſtremote irom danger of Condem= 
'Dation : Who will not biiiexe , ſhall be 
famed. | | 

30. Now, that there may remayneno 
_ doubt at all, of the (ecure Choice 
of behefe, | will ſhew it conſequent to 
reaſon , & holy Scripture,that we muſt 
admit of lome other rule beſides Scrip- 
ture. If then behete be grounded not 
only ypon probable authorny of Scrip< 

ture( wherin it 15 equal atche leaſt with 
authority of Denicrs or Disbelicuers } 

butalſovpon an other rule apparently 
knowne and feene, as itis fit for a rule 
to be , therecan be no doubt of the [e- 
Curity of beleefe. 

21. And firſt, Iſuppoſe itis more then 
probable , or either Phykcally cer- 
raine , that there hath euer beene a 
Church, teaching and practizing thoſg 
points of belicts aforementioned , not 
{uficiently diſproued 1n point of Con-« 
tinvanct & incorruption in Dodrine, 
 thonghthegates of Reil have breathed 

forthall malice againit 1t« 
© 33, 'Secondiy,l juppoic holy Scrip- 

eurs 
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ereas infpired by the holy Ghoſt to be 

a certaine rule of Chriſtian beliefe ; yet. 
for that it 1s cerraine thatal 15 not writ= - 
ren that was deliuered by Chriſt , net». 
ther doth it any where ſay,thatit is the 
_ infallible and (ole. word of God, and _ 
for thatitis ob{cure, &doth notcleerly 

_ explicate ic ſe]te,as1t 15 manifeſt by ex-. 
perience z1it cannot be an infallible rule 
for thedeciding of contradictory opt- 
nions drawne from the ſame, though 

ir alone may bz atuthcient direction to / 
tet vs know what more {ecurely may_ 
be belieuzd, 

33. Tncqueſtion thenis: Whether 
belides the S-r1pture ,a Church allo, as 
an ynpartiall Interpreter thereof, beto 
beadmiuted; which is as much to fay: 
Whether the commo voice of a Church 
interpreting holy Scripture , bea more _ 
{ſecure rule, then the voice of ſome par- 
ticular men , wiole priuate interpreta» 
tions, as before I ſhewed, are not cer- 
taine prootes out of holy Scripture, but. 
only probabilityes out of their owne 
tudgment : which norwithſtanding , 

CG 3 | lome 


ſome will oblige all toadmit as Scrip- 
ture , and contemne the explication of 
an ancient Church, 
34+ For the negatiue part I hna no 
cleere Scripture, but fuch texts as re- 
quire hard interpretation,and wich as 
much oppole the practice of the firſt 
- Primitiue Church, then admitted as a 
Gdovbtles rule, as it wall appeare to any 
that ihalIconhder them: 70% ſhall not ad 
& Word. Deut. 4. 2. Search the Scriptures. 
Toan. 5. 39. Theſe things are Written that 
you may belieuc. I0. 20. 31, All Scripture 
 dintrely inſpired is profitable Are not thele 
places of as much force againſt the _ 
- Primiriue Church ? Do they & the like 
ſay , thatall truth 1s written 2? or that 
what 1s writcen 1s diuine Scripture ? or 
thatit needs no helpe or interpretatto , 
 Nonoatofa Church but of priuate fr 
Tits? What ground then doth rnere re- 
maine for the inforcing of fole Scrip- 
tare,as the only rule of our beliefe? 

25, For the aihrmatiue part , we 
haue firſt , that Article of the Apoſtles 
Crecd:;1 beliene ihe holjCathplique Church: 

| How 


Q 


9 

How can we beheue the Church of 
Carilt to be holy and Catholique , and 
doubt of Gods protection of itin point 
ot true bzliefe and Doctrine 7 

36. Secondly, the authority of the 
Euangeliſts: Math.ult.Tcach all N ations 
&Cc. 8:hoid I am with you euery day euen 
70 the conſummation of the werld. Math, 18. 
17. If be shalf not heare the Church, 
ler him be to thee as a heathen publica, 
Luc.10.16.He that hraveth you neareth me, 
4d he that contemweth you contemmeth me, 

Bzhdes, the Church 1s cailed, the Pillar 
and Grarament of truth. Tim.3.15. Light of, 
the worth Math. 5. 14. Do not theſe texts 
probably pointata living rule 2 

17. Thirdly, ſince Chriſt obligeth ys 
foa beliefe of his doctrine vnder Paine 
of damnation, it 1s manifeſt chat by 
ſome meanes he will make 1t appeare 
ynto ys; but by Scripture alone 1t doth 
not ſufficiently appeare, for by it we 
know not what 1s Scripture,nor which 
is the true ſenſe of Scri Dture, els all 
would ſoone agree: therefore Scripture 
!s not ſufficient alone to deliver vnto 

C. 4 vs 
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 V$our ſauing fayth. But the moſt vn- 
doubted and indifferent Interpreter 


thereof 15s an vniuerſall Church: fo as 


we may lecurely be ruled by it; inter- 

Toon; the ſaid Scripture, and cannot 
be reiected without danger of disbelic- 

uing God's word. 


Grant to dibelicueys probability of Yeaſon, 
yet their danger is Certaine. 
38, g Omec may thinke, that this Diſ- 


courſe proueth Behieuers ſecure, 
but not that Dis belicuers are 1n certaine 


_ danger ,1f they be ruled according. to. 
the meanes and capacity God hath g1. | 


ucn them, and that ſuch are not ſtub+ 
borne Demers of truth, conſequently 
{ſecure inough. I grant, that 1inuincible 
Ignorance may excuſe Disbelicuers, as 
ſuch, from linne ,yet 1t folloxweth not 
that concinuall and: finall disbeliete 
(though inuincible }can confift with 
grace neceilary to Saluation : but this I 
di{putenot, nor againit theſe, but a- 
gainſt {uch as do, or may difcern a att- 
ference betweense beliete & dis belicte; 

ang 


ob” 
and who may ſce that the grounds of 
belicfe are at leaſt probable, & the pra- 
aice harmeles; who finally know dam- 


nation to be denounced vpon disbelie-. 


vers: notwithſtanding aduenture vpon 
the denying part, moued only by the 
ſame realons, which they muſt ſuppole 
in confe{ſed Heretiques. Let any one 
define what disbelicuer may be guilty 


of damnation, he ſhall ind thereby, that 


either he ſhall condemne thele D1sbe- 
licuers I ſpeake of, or els conclude that 


there neuer haue been any. __— 
39. Some againe may ſay ,if the beliefe. 
| de luppoled only probably true, then 


the denial 15 allo luppolcd probable,T 


(uppole neither probability 1n the ne. 
gative part,nor only probability inthe. 


beliefe; but ſhunning this diſpute as en« 
dles,only out of the yndeniable proba» 
bility for the belief2, and the lecurity 
nk conuincethe danger of the des 
nal. 


40. But it may dereplyed,that at leaſt 


the Disbelieuer by this: Difcourle, tud- 


ging the beliefe but probable, may alſo 
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1udge his owne probable, and conſe, j; 
quently ts danger allo but probablggf 
I anſwer,that notwithſtanding che Diſjep 
el:cuerthinke 11s opinion probable, hyhe, 
cannot iudge his danger only probableyn; 
For as probability in theBelieuer, wherchac 
no hurt appeares, freech him certainlyge 
From danger ; ſo the probability only;onf 
which the Disbeliener ſuppoleth, leavirct 
_ veth him 1n certaine danger of disbeliche 
ning what Chriſt hath revealed : firſtzers 
| becaule his danger 15 certaine in theyre 
ſame degree as the bcliefe 15 probableyyre 
bur the belicfe 1s certainly probable ater 
the leaſt 1n reſpett of the great authortfrti, 
ty of the belicuers ; thertore the Disbeaers; 
heuers danger1s allo certaine, thoughwho 
ke concelue a probability of his disbete | 
liefe. Szcondly,becauic the dis beliefe yalle 
a5 certainly cagerous, ar 1t 15 certainl nay 
noteuident/ and more enidence is rev0pr 
quired to freethed1sboliefe from danuch 
gerthen 1s neceſſary co tree the beliefejang 
this, though 1t were too much,cortay?*lic 
ning no hurt) but th:Dis-belieners doc 
Arine 1s certataly nor euidet, therefore 
l 


43 
tis certainly dangerous. The firſt pro- 
notion 15 cleere, for if there be noteyi- 
llency for the disbeliefe, the contrary 
then may be true, conſequently obl1- 
:nng to beliete. The ſecond Propoſition, 
that the Disbelicuers dodrine1s not e- 
jdent , appeareth by the noueity, in= 
onſtancy., diſagreements, .and other 
zircumſtances incident to it; as alſo by 
he ouer{waying authority of the Belie= 
ers who want not any thing necellari- 
:yrequired to a probability at leaſt, as 
zy reflexion any one may obſerue; nei- 
ther can the want of euidency, in the 
Articles denied, warrant the Disbehe- 
ers; els who could belieue? or rather 
Who could be charged of herely: Whece 
be laſt Conſequence of the Reply 1s 
yalle , for thogh to ſome their d1sbehiefe | 
jay {22me probable, out of a probable 
-ud2ment , that Chriſt delivered not_ 
"ch words, or1n ſuch aſente; yer their | 
anger 15 certaine, becaule the contrary 
veliefe 15 certainly probable at leaſt, 
wuch may conumce them , that they 
FC the [ecure beligte , wherein where 


_— 


| can. 


can be nodanger, and chooſe that pic 
whereon Chriſt's denunciation mv 
Fall.Nor may this argument bereroryt 

againſt Believers though their dodriy 
be ſuppoled but probable, becaule,, 
their Beliefe there 15 contayned at 
harme or danger as in the disbelieuea 
anddanger knowne breedeth an ohbpr 
gation of turther inquiry, & remoueſr 
all ignorance which only can excuſeqei 
rourin belicte. bn 

41. Againeit may be replyed, thatied 
this hindereth not, but that Disbelyo 
uers may conceiue their disbeliefe pma 
bable,conlequent]y at leaſt not 1mputth: 
ble to tinne, and therefore free frofr 
danger. anſwere, thatif a man col 43 
ceiue his disbeliefe probable , he habe] 
reaſon iuſtly to doubt , eſpecially if bwt 
probability ariſe out of apprehenſeTt 
__ of probability 1n the contrary belio{no! 
which alone maketh the disbeliefe dats./ 
gerous 1n practice: as if a man ſhou! dl: 
probably thinke Baptiſme not neceſilte 
ry for infants, he may not negle& 0 
fince in this the danger is apparent: bw 


Oy | 
 pacaſe invincibly he conceiue his OPt- 
mion true , I meale nor, as Impertinene 
orithis purpoſe,and a metaphyticall caſe 

trinongſt vnderſtanding men. 
ſe;2. It 1t be asked, what degree of pro. 
| ability Belieuers may be conceiwed to 
uetaue? I anſwer, thatas great as can be 
obpr any thing. They haue Scripture, 

ueſradition, Conſent of Nations, reaſon 
ſexeuer cleerely diſproued as it1s euidene. 
nceinnumerabledayly anſwer all ob- 
atictions made againſt them : or letany 
el»ody ſet downe what 15 ſufficient to 
prmake an opinion apparently probable, 
utthat he ſhall cleerly 'hnde 1n the do- 
rorine of Belicuers. ts 
:01 43- But Disbelicuers will ſay, that they 
habelieue in God's word , and deny only 
f what they find not contayned 1n it- 
fieThis is not in queſtion z and who will 
{not belieue Goa's words The Duuels/as 
daS.lames witneliſeth ) beiteue and trem- 
uldla:the queſtion is, whether they disbe- 
ſjlieuenothing , or by their denials put 
t [not themſelues in danger of denying 
-þ! What is ſufficiently deliuered as God's 
| word, 
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word,forging or reieing 1t accord, 
' to the Touchitone of their fancy. \) Iye 
ther 151r in queſtion, whether what | 
. mighty God hath reuealed 1n Script he 
ought co be oelieuea;but whatgod hi; m1, 
reaealed: and this 15not only the wr 1; 
ten word, but the ſenſe, which we! 
ceiue,nor perfectly from the barelett, ft; 
but by the heIpe of prudent ruk «| 
 whichrto rezec&t 15 dangerous,efpecial T! 
on their parc that deny Articles proh ce 
bly dehuered. "45 
44. in Concluſion of this Chapter, þy 
will anfwere one obietion, by mat th 
eitcemed aſecure 2urcrgs ef; They la, m; 
God obligeth not men to impoflibl T 
ries: ince then atleaſt the vulgar forti of 
people cannot diſcerne thole differe 
ces, wherein learned men do difagrt 
ech. one may ſecurely reſt in that re 
g10n he 15 taught , belicuing the Cre 
 &c.This Diſcourſe ſuppoſeth holy Sam C 
pture the only rule of beliefe:aboutti 
truc ſenſe whereof, fince 1t 1s euide! 
learned men donot agree, and nop! 


uate man can bs Judge betweene the 
; | dift 
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differences, it 1s manifeſt that who re- 


lyeth only vpon Scripture , cannot: be 
ſecure that his disbelicfe 1s true, or that 
ke refuſe not to belies what he is com- 
manded to belieue vnder paine of {am- 
nation. To fay, thateuety one may te- 
curely belieue accorving as hes vnicre 
ſands, 1s but a deſperate ſhifc and con- 
cludeth an 1mpoſlidility of any herehe. 
Tac obiection then conuinceth the ne- 
ceflity of a Church as a liuing rule; tor 
God obligeth vs not to impollibilit:es, 
but 1t 15 1mpoflible for any to diſcerne 
the monſtrous differences of private 
. mens interpretations of God's word: 
Therefore he obligerh not to the beliefe 
of his word ypon thefe private inter- 
pretations : But he obligerh ys to be- 
tieue; therfore by ſome other way then 
' dy Scripture alone, hemaketh it poſ- 
(ible : this can be no other but th 
Church. RY 


The 


The Concluſions 


45 : Hus Ihaue fufficiently ſhewed 
__ * the ſectirity of behteuers, exem- 
plityed in a few Articles moſt IN que. 
{tzon,contayning no harme,nor oppo- 
fite to any knowne Law of God, as the. 
better-part of the Chriſtian Rd euer 
_ hath witneſſed, but at leaſt moſt Pr Oba- 
bly formate to Chriſts exprell; 
word: I feenot what part of this Cat 
be doubted. 

Conſequently to this, 'T haue alfo 
ſhewed in what manifeſt danger Dil- 
beheuers are: hrit by reteting iP COn- 

'temning the authority of an ancient 
Church, & the only knowne Church 
when Luther began this denying be- 
lefe , confeiled to nhaue been the tru: 

' Church , and as yet not conuicted of 
corruption in fayth, nor as much a 
charged by any greater authority then 
itfelte:Let them take he ed, that be not 
ſpoken of them, Te that deſpiſeth yohh 
arſpiſeth mes bo v1! 20k beare the Church 


let hirs be reputed r344 Heathen and Pybli- 
CA}, 


thent 
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ian. Secondly,by chooſing the disbelies 
uing part, out of ſeeming reaſons , cx. 


poling themſclues to needles dangers | 
of that ſentence: Who vill not belicue ec. 


For if the contrary beliefe muſt be (y p- 
poled py bable,as vndoubtedly it muſt, 


lity be a deniall of Chriſt's word, con- 


ſequently may be, it delerueth damna» 


tion ; this 15 euident to reaſon, and no 
tdicions man can deny 1t. 


If any feare, that as disbeliefe of what 


Chriit deliuered maketh him alyer, io 
alſo beliefe of what he delwered not; 


let them but obſerue the diſparity ber- * 


weene Believers & Disbelicuers; thoſe 
deny what Chriſt deliveredas manife- 
ily as he deliuered other truths : Bur 
Belicuers ypon the ſame grounds that 
moue them to beliefe of other articles, 
ſuppoſe the points controuerted deli- 
uered by Chriſt, whichif they were not 


delivered they are only guilty of mi- 
Take, not of making Chriſt alyer. _ 


Who then ſeeth not how much 1t 


goncerneth a Chriſtian not raſhly te 


D deny 


e disbeliefe may with probabi- 
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deny what anctently 1s delivered by the 
Church? On truce beliefe God?s fauour 
dependeth,on this our cternall weltare, 
We expc& but one death, one irreuo. 
cable 1wdgment, one Eternity of hap. 
pynes or miſery. This 1s promiſed to 


 Disbelicfe, that to true Believers. Shall 
a Chriſtian aduenture vpon lecming 


probabilines, and leaue ſecurity ? Be. 
i. fe 15 ſecure, yoyd of harmezto Disbe- 


lieuers 1t1s {aid : Who Will not beliemey(hal 
| bedamyed. 


[Let then all Disbelicuers examine 
their Disbelicfe , and harken to the ad- 
monition of 8. _Auouftin. Cap-1.4e Bap 
me Grauiter pecC at, qui inrebus ad ſalutem 
enime pertinentibus,certis incerta prepenit 
Heauy is his ſinne, who in matters con. 
cerning the ſafety of his ſoule , prefer. 
reth yncertains mecancs beforc cor. 


taine. 
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